
Dear Dr. Orloski: 
  
Thank you for taking the time to contact me about federal funding for medical research, prevention and 
awareness efforts. I appreciate hearing from you about this issue. 
  
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) conduct vital medical research that is essential to developing 
preventive measures, treatments and cures for common and rare diseases. Similarly, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) conduct prevention research, implement public health strategies and work to 
promote awareness of health behaviors to create safe and healthful environments throughout the Nation and 
the world. Fully funding these agencies is critical if we are going to continue to lead the world in bio-
medical research and to advance vital and cutting-edge research into prevention of and treatment for 
chronic conditions and diseases. 
  
Each year as Congress begins its appropriations process, I join my colleagues in signing letters to the 
Appropriations Committee in support of federal funding for medical research and prevention efforts. This 
year, I authored a bipartisan letter in support of funding for medical research at the NIH, and was joined by 
51 other Senators on this letter. 
  
During consideration of H.R. 933, the Department of Defense, Military Construction and Veterans Affairs, 
and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2013, I voted in favor of S.AMDT. 53, which was 
proposed by Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa. This amendment would have added an appropriations bill for 
Labor, Education, Health and Human Services programs to the federal budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2013, 
instead of funding these programs through another continuing resolution for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. The NIH is among the programs that would have been allocated additional funding under this 
amendment. The Senate rejected S.AMDT. 53 in a 54-45 vote, six votes short of the 60 votes needed for 
adoption. 
  
During consideration of S.Con.Res. 8, the FY 2014 budget, I cosponsored S.AMDT. 525, also known as 
the “Durbin Amendment,” to increase funding to the NIH in the FY 2014 budget. S.AMDT. 525 passed by 
unanimous consent, and was included in the budget. Although the FY 2014 budget is non-binding, I am 
pleased by this bipartisan show of support for vital medical research, and hope that this support will be 
reflected in the FY 2014 appropriations process, which will determine funding levels for agencies such as 
the NIH and the CDC. 
  
The nation-wide effect of sequestration on federally-financed medical research is potentially disastrous. 
Because NIH grants are awarded competitively, the precise impact of sequestration on Pennsylvania 
researchers is difficult to predict; it is clear, however, that Pennsylvania researchers will be significantly 
affected, as they successfully compete for about $1.4 billion in NIH funding annually. I am following this 
matter closely, and I hope that Congress can come together to find ways to mitigate the impact of the 
sequester on critical areas such as medical research and disease prevention. 
 
The final budget for the NIH for FY 2013 was about $29 billion. Please be assured that improving and 
ensuring health care for all Americans is one of my top priorities in the Senate, and that I will continue to 
fight for federal funding for medical research and prevention efforts as part of that goal. 
  
Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. Please do not hesitate to contact me in the future about 
this or any other matter of importance to you. 
  
For more information on this or other issues, I encourage you to visit my website, http://casey.senate.gov.  I 
hope you will find this online office a comprehensive resource to stay up-to-date on my work in 
Washington, request assistance from my office, or share with me your thoughts on the issues that matter 
most to you and to Pennsylvania. 
  
Sincerely, 
Bob Casey 
United States Senator 



	  


